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PROGRAM 


Premier Solo for Bassoon Eugene Bourdeau (1850-1925) 

Bassoon Sonata in G Major, Op. 168 Camille Saint-Saens (1835-1921) 

I. Allegro moderato 

II. Allegro scherzando 

III. Molto adagio - Allegro moderato 

Prelude and Scherzo Paul Jeanjean (1874-1928) 

Trio for Piano, Oboe and Bassoon, FP 43 Francis Poulenc (1899-1963) 

I. Lento - Presto 

II. Andante con moto 

III. Rondo: Tres vif 


Want to stay informed of our upcoming events? 

Sign up for our e-newsletter on the sheet by the 
programs, or visit http://eepurl.com/bz5xNr 





Biographies 


CATHERINE CHEN, bassoon 

Hailed by The Philadelphia Inquirer as “assured and 
startlingly lyrical,” Catherine Chen joined the Toronto 
Symphony Orchestra (TSO) as Associate Principal 
Bassoon in 2015. Recently, she won the principal bassoon 
audition with the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra. Born 
in Taipei, Taiwan, she moved with her family to the United 
States at age six and began studying the bassoon at 14. 
She started her musical education under the tutelage of 
Joyce Kelley, and went on to be a student in the Pre- 
College division of The Juilliard School, where she studied 
with Marc Goldberg. Catherine later received her Bachelor 
of Music from the Curtis Institute of Music, where she 
studied with Daniel Matsukawa. Prior to her appointment 
with the TSO, she was the principal bassoonist with the 
Harrisburg Symphony Orchestra, and has performed 
with The Philadelphia Orchestra and National Symphony 
Orchestra. 

As a soloist, Catherine has appeared with The 
Philadelphia Orchestra, The Juilliard School’s Pre-College 
Orchestra, and “The President’s Own” United States 
Marine Band. She was winner of the 2012 Philadelphia 
Orchestra Albert M. Greenfield Concerto Competition, a 
National Foundation for Advancement in the Arts (NFAA) 
Young Arts 2010 finalist and level two winner, and a 
prizewinner at the Meg Quigley Vivaldi Competition. In 
2014, she represented the Curtis Institute of Music on a 
tour of the USA and Costa Rica as part of a wind quintet. 

During her summers, Catherine has participated at 
Marlboro Music School and Festival, Tanglewood Music 
Center, Music from Angel Fire Festival by invitation 
of violinist Ida Kavafian, Music Academy of the West, 
Castleton Music Festival, Pacific Music Festival, and the 
National Orchestral Institute. 

KEITH ATKINSON, oboe 

Keith Atkinson has been Associate Principal Oboe of the 
Toronto Symphony Orchestra since 1985. In addition 
to his symphonic duties, he is an active recitalist and 
chamber musician. Keith is a founding member of the 
Meridian Trio which specializes in unusual wind chamber 
music and has a CD featuring music for flute, oboe 
and piano. He plays with the Bach Consort which has 
recorded two CDs of Bach arias and cantatas. He also 
performs with New Music Concerts in Toronto and Music 
at Metropolitan United, Toronto, and he has played 
Principal Oboe with the National Arts Centre Orchestra, 
Ottawa and the Hamilton (Ontario) Philharmonic. In 
demand as a teacher and chamber music coach, Keith 
is on the faculties of the University of Toronto and the 
Glenn Gould School of the Royal Conservatory of Music 
in Toronto, and he has been on the faculty of the National 
Youth Orchestra of Canada. He is the woodwind coach 


for the Toronto Symphony Youth Orchestra and has 
served as woodwind adjudicator for the 2006 and 2011 
Federation of Canadian Music Festivals’ National Music 
Festival and for the 2007 Alberta Provincial Music Festival. 

Keith began piano studies at age five, clarinet at age nine 
and oboe at age 12. His first oboe teachers included 
Richard Johnson, William Harrod and Adrian Gnam. He 
earned a Bachelor of Music with High Distinction from 
Indiana University, studying with Jerry Sirucek, and a 
Master of Music from Northwestern University, where he 
was a student of Ray Still. While in graduate school, he 
was Principal Oboe of the Civic Orchestra of Chicago 
and played extra with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra. 
Upon graduation in 1981, he joined the San Francisco 
Symphony as Second Oboe. 

SONYA SIM, piano 

Canadian pianist Sonya Sim is the recent winner of both 
the Gwendolyn William Koldofsky Prize in Accompanying 
and the Arthur Plettner Graduate Scholarship. She 
has performed extensively as a collaborative pianist in 
Canada, the United States, England and Mexico. Sonya 
has appeared as soloist at the Scotiabank Northern 
Lights Music Festival in Mexico and was invited for return 
performances with pianist Josephine Chan and mezzo- 
soprano Michele Bogdanowicz. 

With an affinity for collaboration with winds and brass, 
Sonya has performed with world-renowned artists such 
as Jeffrey Khaner, Allen Vizzutti and Richard Marshall, 
among others. Most recently, she completed a recording 
with Barton Woomert and current TSO Associate Principal 
Trumpet Steven Woomert featuring newly commissioned 
works by Jim McGrath. She is currently working with 
Counterpoint publishing company on the piano reduction 
of Johnny Cowell’s Trumpet Concerto, which she 
premiered in 2013. Other recent appearances include 
Carl Nielsen International Music Flute competition, the 
International Women’s Brass Conference and Toronto 
Summer Music Festival. 

Sonya has performed in master classes across Canada 
and the United States for internationally well-known 
artists such as Hakan Hardenberger, Alison Balsom, 

Jens Lindemann, Joseph Alessi, Michael Sachs, William 
VerMeulen, Robert Langevin, Robert Dick, Robert Aitken, 
Peter Lloyd, Pamela Frank and Martin Katz. 
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